
Macmillan Natural and Social Science 2

UNIT 5

Dear Parent / Carer,

Your child is about to start unit 5 of their Science coursebook Macmillan Natural and Social Science 2. The topic of this unit is Plant life. In this unit, your child will learn to
· identify differences between plants and animals

· understand that flowering plants have roots, leaves, stems and flowers and describe in simple terms the function of each part
· understand that flowering plants produce seeds and demonstrate that plants need soil to grow well 

· observe the parts of a tree and learn that trees can be classified as evergreen and deciduous 

· understand that there are many types of fruit and seeds and that different fruits contain different amounts of seeds

· understand basic stages of plant life cycles

Additionally in this unit, your child will plan and carry out a fair test to investigate the effect of warmth on seed growth. They will say the Plant life chant. This chant allows your child to review the key vocabulary of the unit in context. Encourage your child to listen to the chant while looking at page 130 of the Picture dictionary.
Plant life chant (CD track 13)

Plants need water... Plants need air... Plants need sunlight... Plants have roots... Plants have a stem... Plants have leaves... Plants have flowers... Plants are living things... A tree is a plant... Grass is a plant... A cactus is a plant... A bush is a plant...

They will also sing the songs Plants need water and The tree song.

Plants need water (CD track 14)

The tree song (CD track 15)
Plants need water



I am a tree with a thick, hard trunk
I know, know, know!



My roots go down and down
Water, air and sunlight


My branches go up, up, up to the sky
To grow, grow, grow


My leaves turn brown and fall to the ground






I am deciduous!

The roots take in the water


The leaves take in the air


I am a tree with a thick, hard trunk
The stem supports the flower

My roots go down and down
There are seeds in there!


My branches go up, up, up to the sky






My leaves are green, all year round

Plants need water



I am evergreen!
I know, know, know!



Water, air and sunlight


To grow, grow, grow
The homework for this unit is to encourage your child to use books and other resources to find information about plants. Help your child to choose a plant to investigate and encourage them to express their ideas about the parts of the plant and its needs.
Thank you again for making your child’s contact with Science as enjoyable and successful as possible. I hope that you and your child enjoy this unit and the whole course.

With best wishes,

Class Science teacher.












